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Dear Sir: 

In accordance with 37 CFR 1.97, Applicant hereby makes of record the following 

documents. 



Applicant is aware of the documents set forth on attached PTO Form SB/08, three of 



which were cited in a European Search Report issued January 13, 2004 , during the prosecution 
of European application no. 03017332.2, which corresponds to the above referenced U.S. 
application, and the remainder of which are cited in the background portion of the U.S. 
application. In accordance with 37 CFR 1.97(b)(3), applicant hereby submits these documents 
before examination on the merits for the Examiner's consideration, and accordingly no fee is 
believed to be due. A copy of the European Search Report and document EP-1081831B1 is 
enclosed as well. 



This statement is not to be interpreted as a representation that the cited documents are 



material, that an exhaustive search has been conducted, or that no other relevant information 
exists. Nor shall the citation of any document herein be construed per se as a representation that 
such document is prior art. Moreover, Applicant understands the Examiner will make an 
independent evaluation of the cited documents. 
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charge our Deposit Account No. 18-0013, under Order No. 65851-0013 from which the 
undersigned is authorized to draw. 
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*EXAMINER: Initial if reference considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP 609. Draw line through citation if not in conformance and not 
considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant. 1 Applicant's unique citation designation number (optional). 2 See Kinds Codes of 
USPTO Patent Documents at www. uspto.gov or MPEP 901 .04. 3 Enter Office that issued the document, by the two-letter code (WIPO Standard ST.3). 4 For 
Japanese patent documents, the indication of the year of the reign of the Emperor must precede the serial number of the patent document. 5 Kind of document 
by the appropriate symbols as indicated on the document under WIPO Standard ST. 16 if possible. 6 Applicant is to place a check mark here if English language 
Translation is attached. 
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and/or country where published. 
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